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CLASSIFIED TRAVEL BRIEFING

Grand Canyon
A mile-deep hole in the ground. Official story: geology. Unofficial story:
discuss among yourselves.

FIELD RULE
Stay on marked trails and overlooks. Do not climb fences or wander onto unstable rim edges.
Heat and dehydration are the real villains here.

The Grand Canyon is a National Park with real trails, real rim views and a real gift shop that
will sell you a refrigerator magnet. Bring water, stay behind railings and mark every
suspiciously perfect sunset. Geology did this. Probably.

Things That Are Weird
First rim view that makes your brain reboot

Someone saying "photos don't do it justice" (they're right)

A mule train looking extremely done with tourists

California Condor sighting (or a very confident raven)

Layer-cake rock strata you pretend to understand

A ranger talk you half-listened to while staring into the abyss

Sunrise or sunset that looks Photoshopped

Gift-shop fossil that is definitely not from Mars

A tourist posing dangerously close to the rim (don't be them)

Helicopter overhead — scenic tour, not extraction

Phantom Ranch name-drop from someone who hiked down

You drank all your water and still want more

A "I hiked to the river" flex (verify blurry selfie)

Night sky so clear the canyon looks bottomless

You left without inventing a hollow-Earth theory… or did you?

Suspicious Spots (public)
Mather Point (South Rim)
Classic first-look overlook near Grand Canyon Village. Crowded for a reason.

Yavapai Geology Museum
Rim views plus exhibits explaining those rock layers. Bring your "sure, Jan" face.

Desert View Watchtower
Mary Colter's 1932 tower on the East Rim Drive — views and architecture.

Hermit's Rest
West end of Hermit Road; stone building, snacks and a less-packed vibe off-peak.

Grand Canyon Visitor Center
Orientation, maps and the shuttle hub. Start here so you don't invent your own trail.

Agent Notes
• South Rim is open year-round; North Rim has a shorter season. Check NPS alerts before you go.

• The canyon is about a mile deep and up to 18 miles wide. Your phone battery will not survive
both rims in one day.

• Leave rocks, fossils and artifacts where you found them. The park is not a loot crate.
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• If your theory involves ancient astronaut landscaping, keep it in the group chat — and stay
on the trail.

More guides + phone checklists: conspiraparty.com/field-guides.html
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